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The Department of Education promotes improving student achievement and access to 
opportunity in elementary, secondary, and postsecondary education.  The Department would 
refocus its mission on supporting States and school districts in their efforts to provide high 
quality education to all our students.  Also, it would focus on streamlining and simplifying 
funding for college, while continuing to help make college education more affordable.  The 
2018 Budget places power in the hands of parents and families to choose schools that are 
best for their children by investing an additional $1.4 billion in school choice programs.  It 
continues support for the Nation’s most vulnerable populations, such as students with 
disabilities.  Overall, the Department would support these investments and carry out its core 
mission while lowering costs to the taxpayer by reducing or eliminating funding for programs 
that are not effective, that duplicate other efforts, or that do not serve national needs. 

The President’s 2018 Budget provides $59 billion in discretionary funding for the 
Department of Education, a $9 billion or 13 percent reduction below the 2017 annualized CR 
level.   

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The President’s 2018 Budget:

• Increases investments in public and private school choice by $1.4 billion compared to the 2017 
annualized CR level, ramping up to an annual total of $20 billion, and an estimated $100 billion 
including matching State and local funds.  This additional investment in 2018 includes a $168 
million increase for charter schools, $250 million for a new private school choice program, and 
a $1 billion increase for Title I, dedicated to encouraging districts to adopt a system of student-
based budgeting and open enrollment that enables Federal, State, and local funding to follow 
the student to the public school of his or her choice.    

• Maintains approximately $13 billion in funding for IDEA programs to support students with 
special education needs.  This funding provides States, school districts, and other grantees with 
the resources needed to provide high quality special education and related services to students 
and young adults with disabilities.  

• Eliminates the $2.4 billion Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants program, which is 
poorly targeted and spread thinly across thousands of districts with scant evidence of impact. 

• Eliminates the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, which supports before- 
and after-school programs as well as summer programs, resulting in savings of $1.2 billion from 
the 2017 annualized CR level.  The programs lacks strong evidence of meeting its objectives, 
such as improving student achievement.  
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